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Terrestrial Jerusalem

August 28, 2020

Normalization and the Status Quo on Haram al Sharif/The
Temple Mount/Al Agsa

The pending agreement between Israel and the United Arab Emirates which
would normalize relations between the two countries has received much
attention, and understandably so. Whatever one may think of normalization,
this is clearly a seminal event in the annals of the Middle East. However, since
the negotiations are still ongoing, and apparently not all of the terms have
been agreed upon, few details of the pending agreement are public
knowledge.

There is one exception, and it is to be found in the Joint Statement
(hereinafter: "the Joint Statement”) released by President Trump, Prince Bin
Zayed and Prime Minister on August 13, 2020. As expected, the Joint
Statement lacks specificity, with one sole exception, which relates to the
volcanic core of the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians, and in which
the Arab and Muslim worlds are stakeholders: the Temple Mount/Haram al
Sharif/al Agsa:

"As set forth in the Vision for Peace, all Muslims who come in
peace may visit and pray at the Al Agsa Mosque, and
Jerusalem’s other holy sites should remain open for peaceful
worshippers of all faiths.”

To the casual reader and observer, it would appear that there is a major
breakthrough relating to prayer on the Mount, whereby Muslims will be
allowed to pray at Al Agsa, while the status quo on Haram al Sharif is being
maintained. The truth is precisely the opposite. While the former is not at
all new, and trivial, the latter is a radical departure from the status quo,
and has far-reaching and potentially explosive ramifications.

Muslim pilgrimage to Al Agsa is not new, and normalization changes nothing.
Israel has been openly encouraging Muslim pilgrimage to Jerusalem for years,
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