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A citizen's right to protest her government peacefuily. a core democratic freedom, is
severely restricted in most Arab countries, and Egypt is no exception. Egyplian authorities
over many decades have refied upon ong law in particular 1o suppress popular prolest. The
1914 Assembly Law, promulgatéed during the British occupation to counter unrest during the
First World War, allows security forces to disperse with force any gathering of five or more
people that they deem a “threat to public peace” and punishes such violations with fines or
imprisonment. The Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies (CIHRS), one of Egypt's
best-known civil society groups, recently issued a major report on the Assembly Law. The
report argues that this repressive, colonial-era law violates Egypt's constitution and that it
actually should have been repeailed back in 1928

CIHRS, along with other independent human rights and democracy organizations., is facing
ntense pressure from the Egyptian regime. Through harassment, media smear campaigns
nvestigations such as Case No. 173, interrogations, travel bans, asset freezes, and even

office closures, the government of President Abdel Fattan al-Sisi is trying to muzzie groups
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