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Odd Couple Israel and Egypt Enjoying 'Best
Times Ever'

By BRIAN ROHAN, ASSOCIATED PRESS - CAIRD — Jul 4, 2016, 139 PM ET W Share with Twitier
SHARE Blast walls, sandbags, and guards with machine pistols manning checkpoints ring the Israeli

diplomatic compound in the leafy Cairo suburb of Maadi

But inside the Embassy, which doubles as Ambassador Haim Koren's residence, you'd hardly
notice any of the animosity traditionally felt by the Egyptian masses, for all the upbeat
assessments of the future.

000

On a recent night at the compound, some two dozen Egyptians came for an iftar dinner, the
traditional breaking of the fast during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, which ends
Tuesday. But the vast majority of them — including a cook wearing a Star of David T-shirt —
were embassy employees

"This is one of the best times we've ever had" in terms of cooperation between governments,
said Koren, a veteran diplomat and fluent Arabic speaker posted here since 2014, "There's
good cooperation between the armies, we have understandings about the Sinai Peninsula,
and basically, we see (eye-to-eye) on development of the region”
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